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hatred, too many jealousies. Whenever England consents,
France and Russia will close in on Germany and Austria.
England does not want Germany wholly crushed, for she
would then have to reckon alone with her ancient enemy,
Russia; but if Germany insists upon an ever-increasing
navy, then England will have no choice. The best chance
for peace is an understanding between England and Ger-
many in regard to naval armaments and yet there is some
disadvantage to us by these two getting too close.247
One beneficial consequence of the Balkan crisis was the
increased effort sincerely made to establish a "Concert of
Europe/' which should counteract the opposition between
the Triple Alliance and Triple Entente. This was the aim
of the London Conference of Ambassadors, and it succeeded
in its task of finding peaceful solutions of most difficult
problems. Possibly if such another conference could have
been arranged in July; 1914, it also might have averted the
catastrophea In this matter of the Concert of Europe each
statesman was continually torn between two conflicting
purposes. On the one hand, he wished to preserve and
strengthen the solidarity of the group which he represented
—Triple Alliance or Triple Entente as the case might hap-
pen to be. He therefore aimed to reach a prior agreement
within his own group which would safeguard the prestige
and interests of the other two members and thus of the
group as a whole; and then to try to impose the acceptance
of this prearranged agreement upon the members of the
opposing group. This of course tended to accentuate the
crystallization of opposition between Triple Alliance and
Triple Entente, and if carried too far, as in 1914, would
'precipitate war. At the same time, on the other hand, most
of the statesmen of Europe were aiming at an altogether
different purpose. In the interests of peace, they were
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